
Otterburn Parish Council
Parish Clerk’s Report

8 June, 2011 – 30 June, 2011

Item 1: Annual Village Inspection: Following the village inspection I have written to NCC requesting action on the 
matters raised.  Adam Keen at NCC kindly offered to send the various enquires on to appropriate departments within NCC 
and I was copied into the following emails.  As yet apart from the query relating to the bridge columns (which will be 
addressed but as a low priority) I have received no response from the other departments.

I will chase again and update the meeting on progress. For the record the matters included blocked gullies and drains along 
the main road through the village and Brierley Gardens, emptying the dustbin at the Children’s play area as well as the 
missing padlock on the gate at the play area, grass cutting at the corner of the road junction with Snaith’s Depot as well as 
the Council Depot.

I have invited Chris Mowatt to cut the Green at Willow Green twice a month up to and including September 2011 when 
further consideration would be made regarding the future use of the land. 

Item 3b: Conveyance of two gifts of land to the Parish Council – Update: In the absence of any response to my letter 
requesting an update I called Mr Carroll of Cuthbertsons Solicitors on 24 June.  This also followed a call from Liz 
Humphries of Aimbaron who advised their solicitors had not received the fees for the conveyance that had debited from the 
Parish Council account on 5 May, 2011.  I received apologies that this had not yet been actioned due to a number of reasons. 
One of which was that Aimbaron’s solicitors were asking for additional fees that Mr Carroll felt should not be passed on to 
the Parish Council. It has been agreed by a partner in Cuthbertsons they would meet this additional fee and full payment of 
the fees would be sent at the latest 27 June.  I have update Liz Humphries.

I was advised that Land Registry should return the paperwork very soon that would be sent to the Parish Council thereafter.

Mr Carroll advised he had not heard from the Surveyor regarding the footpath so would chase again. If no response then he 
would appoint someone else to undertake the work but promised to get this moving as quickly as possible.

Item 3c: Mouldshaugh Developments (footpath) – Update: Having not received a response from Jenny Green to the 
letter sent on 27 May regarding the matter of the footpath joining Willow Green and the Children’s play area I have sent on 
the letter via email to Head of Planning at NCC, Graham Robbie. This was sent 24 June and at the time of writing this still 
no response had been received.

Item 3d: Otterburn Hall footpaths - Update: I have been advised that a meeting is scheduled between NCC and solicitors 
acting for the Angel Group is scheduled on 1 July. John McErlane advises that should this meeting not take place he will 
proceed with the new modification order.

Item 3e: Chinese lanterns from Woodhill Hall: Following concern raised by a parishioner about Chinese lanterns 
originating from Woodhill Hall a letter was sent regarding the topic. I have received a phone call from Corinne Knight  at 
the Hall. She advised that she shares the concerns over such lanterns and banned them from being used prior to Christmas. 
She admitted that she obviously could not search guests luggage but would investigate the date in question and emphasise 
the matter in future messages to guests

Item 4b: Payment to HMRC of Parish Clerk’s income tax: Following new rules introduced April 2011 PAYE must be 
paid at source for Parish Clerks. Hence this has been deducted from the monthly salary and remains in the Parish Council 
bank account. With agreement of HMRC this can be paid quarterly and the first three months payment is required to be with 
HMRC by 18 July. 

Item 4c: Payment of an invoice to Chris Mowatt: You will be asked to approve the payment of an invoice for £50.00 in 
payment for the Green at Willow Green being cut twice during June.

Item 5a: 11/00802/CCD: Car Park Access alterations – widening of access from A696 and installing line 
marking to car park. Otterburn First School, Otterburn Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, NE19 1JF. I have received 
the planning application for this and have shared the details via email with you. You will be asked to comment on 
the application.
Item 6a: Meeting NCC Executive regarding provisions and funding of local services: The Chair had requested an 
open meeting with Leader of Council to include neighbouring Parishes to discuss implications and timescales of the financial 
cuts.  As an apparent response an email was received from NCC inviting a meeting with the Chair to discuss the services 
presently provided by Parish Council and NCC within the village.  A written response has been sent detailing the services 
that Otterburn Parish Council presently fund and repeating the request for the open meeting. You will be asked for 
comments and agree next steps.

Item 6b: Public Rights of Way: Creation of restricted byway and public bridleway. Extinguishment of public 
bridleway: I have been received correspondence from NCC of a change to the public rights of way in the vicinity of 
Leighton Hill. I will share the details with you at the meeting.
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Item 6c: Tyneside Stage Rally: I have been notified that there will be a rally on the Otterburn ranges on 31 July between 
08:30 and 17:30. The competitors will also be doing a recce in private cars and keeping to the 30MPH limit on 30 July. 
Awards will be presented Sports Centre Sunday afternoon.

Item 6d: Funding for Children’s play area: NCC have advised me that since 2000 48 proprieties have been built within 
the Otterburn Parish with a total 161 bedrooms.  In theory £1,000 should have been allocated to each bedroom as part of 
the so called ‘bedroom tax’ that is split between the development of children’s play and sports equipment. You will be asked 
for your comments and recommendation for next steps.

Martin Chilvers 30 June, 2011

C:\Documents and Settings\Martin\My Documents\Parish Council\Clerks Reports\2011-12\Parish Clerk's Report 0711.doc   Page 2 of 2


